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FBRA Program Participation Exceeds Expectations 
Participation in the new 
Flexible Benefits Reimburse-
ment Account (FBRA) is double 
what was expected, according 
to Toa Butcher, assistant to 
the Personnel Officer. •we 
are pleased to report that 115 
faculty and staff aembers have 
set up FBRA accounts and have 
collectively set aside $66,000 
for reimbursement this year,• 
Butcher said. 
Be reported that individual 
accounts ranged from $26 to 
$3,224. 
Th~ average annual deposit 
into the health care account 
is about $505, with the 
dependent care account average 
deposit at $1,190. Based on 
these averages, the tax 
savings should be $165 in 
health care and $390 in depen-
dent care, according to 
Butcher. 
A committee has been estab-
lished to oversee the reim-
bursement process, resolve 
questions of eligible ex-
penses, review and evaluate 
the FBRA program throughout 
the year, and recommend 
changes in booklets, foras and 
procedures for 1987. 
Committee members are: Lloyd 
vermaat, custodian, Marilyn 
Clubine, administrative 
assistant1 Andy Beachnau, 
residence life coordinator, 
Jim Sanford, faculty member, 
Jan Henry, payroll supervisor, 
and Butcher. 
The Grand Valley Foraa 
is published by the PUblic 
Relations Office. Publi-
cation schedule la every 
Monday when classes are ln 
session during fall and 
winter aeaestera, and every 
other Monday during the 
aprlng/su11mer session. Copy 
deadline ls the Tuesday 
noon prior to publication. 
All aaterials should be 
sent to Sharon Coellng, 
editor, Public Relations 
Office, 26 zumberge 
Library, GVSC, Allendale, 
MI, 0401. 
Telephone: 895-3221. 
Because the IRS requires 
enrollaent in the FBRA program 
prior to the beginning of a 
calendar year, the next 
enrollment (for 1987) will be 
in November. Butcher 
encourages faculty and staff 
who did not take advantage of 
the FBRA program this year to 
start thinking now about how 
the FBRA program could benefit 
them next year. 
FBRA information is available 
in the Personnel Office. 
State Puts M-45 Project on Hold 
Although the state has been 
studying traffic problems 
along M-45 for some time and 
has been considering widening 
the highway from Linden Ave. 
to Allendale, the project ls 
not listed as one of the top 
priority items scheduled for 
state funding in the near 
future. College officials are 
urging, however, that the 
state reconsider its options 
and fund the project as soon 
as possible. 
In a recent letter to the 
director of the State Depart-
ment of Transportation, Presi-
dent Lubbers said, •M-45 is 
the main thoroughfare from 
Grand Rapids to Grand Valley 
State. It begins as a narrow, 
four-lane highway that becomes 
increasingly dangerous as it 
approaches Sand Creek. The 
hills and curves from there to 
Grand Valley are extremely 
dangerous as the road narrows 
to two lanes. The bridge over 
the Grand River is also very 
narrow. The approach and 
entrance to Grand Valley are 
extremely hazardous. All of 
these factors have contributed 
to many accidents. 
•statistics prove that this 
problem is going to increase 
considerably over the next 
decade. I am urging you to 
reconsider improvement plans 
for M-45.• 
Fletcher to Return to GVSC 
Robert w. Fletcher, who left 
Grand Valley last August to 
take a position at Ball State 
University, will be returning 
to GVSC in early March. In 
making the announcement, 
Provost Glenn A. Niemeyer 
said, ·Thia is really very 
good news for the college. 
After reviewing more than 
forty applicants for the 
position of Dean of Academic 
Services and interviewing the 
top finalists, it had really 
become clear to us that no one 
offered the kind of intensity, 
dedication, and competence 
which Bob had provided us in 
both administrative effective-
ness and the clear understand-
ing of how to design and 
implement sophisticated com-
puter systems in the service 
of enrollment, management, and 
recruiting strategies. We 
consider ourselves really 
fortunate to have been able to 
persuade him to return to fill 
that position.• 
Niemeyer added that he 
believed an important con-
sideration for Fletcher was 
the fact that his recommenda-
tion had been adopted for the 
establishing of a new position 
of Dean of Continuing Educa-
tion. The responsibilities 
which are assigned to new 
Continuing Education Dean 
James Britt were formally 
administered by the Dean of 
Academic Services in addition 
to his full range of other 
enrollment management and 
recruiting systems duties. 
During Fletcher's tenure of 
responsibility for enrollment 
management, GVSC's enrollment 
experienced three steady years 
of enrollment increases cul-
minating in last fall's all-
time record high enrollment 
for the college. 
Fletcher says he's looking 
forward to returning to west 
Michigan where his wife and 
children have remained. •1•m 
excited about renewing the 
personal and professional 
relationships I enjoyed with 
the dedicated faculty and 
(Continued on page 3) 
Coming Events 
Terrorisa Teleconference 
Set for Wednesday 
•international Terrorism: Is 
the U.S. Next?• is the topic 
of a national teleconference 
to be broadcast by remote at 
Grand Valley on Wednesday, 
February 12, beginning at 
6 p.a. 
The purpose of the confer-
ence, which originates from 
Oklahoma State University, is 
to provide insights into · 
international terrorism 
through the dialogue of ex-
perts who have various per-
spectives on the problem. 
During the first hour, Meir 
Josse, Israeli United Nations 
Ambassador, and Egyptian U.N. 
Ambassador El Reedy, will 
discuss the law enforcement 
aspects of the international 
terrorism situation with 
British Liaison Officer Colo-
nel John R. Hirt and Lt. 
Commander Ann Rondeau, a White 
House Fellow who is serving as 
special assistant to the 
Attorney General of the United 
States. From 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m., the same panelists 
will discuss the international 
and diplomatic aspects of 
terror ism • . 
Each national segment will 
be followed by a discussion 
session with local panelists. 
Those panel members are: 
Jonathan White, GVSC professor 
of criminal justice who has 
done extensive research on 
terrorismJ John Kendall, a 
west Michigan u.s. MarshallJ 
and Paul Chardoul, a Grand 
Rapids Junior College history 
professor, who is an expert on 
the historical development of 
terrorism. 
The teleconference will be 
held on the upper level of 
Kirkhof Center and is open to 
the public free of charge. 
Board of Control to Meet 
Friday 
The Board of Control will 
hold its annual aeeting at 
11 a.m. on Friday, · 
February 14. Following the 
election of officers, the 
Board will review enrollment, 
commencement, housing, 
placement, and continuing 
education reports. The agenda 
will also include a discussion 
of Accuracy in Academia, the 
student loan default rate, and 
a report on the Grand Rapids 
Center. The meeting will be 
held in Kirkhof Center. 
Ash Wednesday Mass 
To Be Offered 
There will be a special Ash 
Wednesday Catholic Mass on 
Wednesday, February 12, at 
5 p.m. in Room 124, Lake Huron 
Ball. 
Biology career Seminar 
Slated for Friday 
•women in Science• is the 
topic of a Biology Career 
Seminar to be held on Friday, 
February 14. Bonnie White, an 
environmental quality analyst 
with the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, and a 
1971 graduate of Grand Valley 
State, will present the 
seminar beginning at 12 noon 
in Room 215, Loutit Hall. 
Biology Career Seminars are 
sponsored by GVSC alumni and 
others who are pursuing ca-
reers related to the biologi-
cal sciences. Anyone inter-
ested in a career in science 
is invited to attend. 
Black History 
Activities Scheduled 
February is Black History 
Month and several on-campus 
events are being planned to 
commemorate it. 
On Sunday, February 16, 
•surviving on a Predominantly 
White Campus: A Minority 
Across Campus 
Rew Housekeeping Supervisor 
Appointed 
Michael Newburry has accept-
ed the position of Housekeep-
ing Supervisor in the Physical 
Plant Department. He assumed 
his new duties on February 3. 
Newburry has 18 years' expe-
rience in all phases of custo-
dial and housekeeping work. 
His most recent position was 
as supervisor for the Kalama-
zoo branch operations of Grand 
Rapids Building Services where 
he was responsible for the 
upkeep of Wing Stadium. 
' Aerobic Exercise Prograa 
Offered 
•Jacki Sorensen's Aerobic 
Workout• is offered in the 
page 2 
Perspective• will be discussed 
by various GVSC faculty, 
staff, and students. The 
event will be held from 7 to 
9 p.a. On Wednesday, February 
19, Walter Burt, newly-ap-
pointed Director of the Grand 
Rapids Job Corps Center and 
adjunct GVSC faculty member, 
will give his views on the 
same subject from 7 to 9 p.m. 
There will be a Gospel 
Concert by three area choirs 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
February 22. 
On Monday, February 24, at 
7 p.m., winners in the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. artistic 
oratorical, and writing compe-
tition will be announced. The 
oratorical winner will present 
his or her entry and the 
winning written piece will be 
displayed. All entries in the 
artistic competition will also 
be on display. Deadline for 
entries in all three areas is 
Monday, February 17. 
•slack Odyssey• will be on 
display on Tuesday, 
February 25, from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. •slack Odyssey• is a 
large display of photographs, 
documents, and art that chron-
icles some of the major events 
in U.S. black history. The 
display is a result of the 
five-year effort of Detroiter 
George Norman. 
All Black Hi~tory events 
will be held in Kirkhof 
Center. 
Field House Gymnastics Room on 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 
5:15 p.m., Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 7:40 p.m., and Sundays 
at 5 p.m. The cost is $2.50 
per session, payable at each 
session. The one-hour program 
consists of warm-ups, floor 
exercises, and aerobics to top 
40's tunes. Interested 
persons may attend their first 
session free. The class is 
open to faculty, staff, and 
students as well as the 
general public. 
Salary Information Printout 
Available 
The 1985-86 Grand Valley 
State College Faculty and 
Staff Salary Information 
(Continued on page 3) 
News Notes 
Strength of u.s. Said to 
Depend on Unlveraitiea 
Deteriorating research 
facilities, outdated acien-
tific equipaent, and ahortages 
of acience and engineering 
faculty aeabers aust be 
corrected with •significant 
increases• in federal aupport 
to universities if the United 
States la to aaintain its 
economic and ailitary strength 
in the decades ahead, a White 
Bouse advisory panel has 
concluded. 
•our university system 
remains unmatched in the 
world,• the panel of 13 indus-
try and academic leaders said 
in a report entitled •eealth 
of U.S. Univers i ties and 
Colleges.• · 
•aut the country,• it 
warned, •cannot take its 
continued superiority for 
granted.• 
The panel noted that aany 
universities and colleges had 
deferred purchases when feder-
al research support waned in 
the 1970's and now need help 
to update aging facilities and 
recruit and retain promising 
young faculty aembers and 
graduate students. 
The group, a part of the 
White Bouse Science Council, 
began its 18-month study of 
the health of universities 
after George A. Keyworth, II, 
President Reagan's former 
science adviser, asked the 
council to determine whether 
American colleges and univer-
sities were prepared to pro-
duce •the scientific and 
technical talent required for 
preeminence in an age of rapid 
technological change and 
intense international 
coapeti tion. • 
Although ita call for aub-
atantial increases in federal 
support came at a time when 
lawmakers aust cut, rather 
than increase, domestic pro-
graas to comply with the 
recent budget-reduction law, 
the panel recommended provid-
ing extra support by •reallo-
cating• federal spending for 
applied research and develop-
ment to basic research and 
university programs. 
The federal government, the 
panel said, should make •aub-
stantially greater investments 
ln our centers of learning in 
the 1980's and 1990's than in 
the 1970'a.• 
In addition, the panel 
recommended that the govern-
aent allow universities to 
aake aore realistic estimates 
in calculating the portion of 
federal research grants and 
contracts they aay use as 
reimbursement for the depreci-
ation of facilities and 
equipment. 
The panel was chaired by 
David Packard, chairman of the 
board of the Hewlett-Packard 
company. Its reco1111Dendations 
also included: 
Faculty Sketches 
Brenda Lazarus, assistant 
professor of education, is the 
author of a paper entitled 
•Getting a Special Education 
Identity,• which has been 
published by the Institute for 
Research on Teaching at Michi-
gan State University as part 
of a set entitled Toward a 
Theory of Student Status as 
Socially Constructed. 
Lazarus was recently elected 
to serve as chairperson of the 
University Advisors for the 
Emotionally Iapaired in Mich-
igan, a group of e l even 
professors from institutions 
that offer training programs 
page 3 
- The creation of a federal 
•facilities fund• to allow 
universities to modernize and 
replace outdated research 
buildings and laboratories. 
- Tax incentives to increase 
the interaction of industries 
with universities. 
- Longer terms and more flexi-
bility in federal grants, to 
allow scientists to spend more 
time on their research. 
- The creation of a •substan-
tial• federal program of 
merit-based undergraduate 
scholarships. 
Excerpted from the Chronicle 
of Higher Education: Volume 
XXXI, Number 20. 
to prepare teachers to work 
with emotionally disturbed 
children. 
Don Willlaas, Sr., director 
of the Minority Business 
Education Center, has been 
honored •for his outstanding 
leadership and unrelenting 
dedication to Sigma Pi Phi as 
its Sere ArchQn (Leader), 
1984-85.• The national 
professional fraternity 
presented Williams with a 
plaque recently. Be was one 
of the founders and a charter 
member of the Grand Rap ids 
Chapter and has been a member 
of the fraternity since 1976. 
Fletcher to Return to GVSC 
(Continued from page 1) 
staff during my years at Grand 
Valley,• he says. 
The Provost expressed par-
ticular appreciation for the 
work of Richard Mehler who has 
aerved as Acting Dean of 
Academic Services since last 
fall. •Dick has had the 
extremely difficult task of 
effectively discharging his 
regular administrative and 
operational responsibilities 
Across Campus 
(Continued from page 2) 
printout is now on reserve in 
the library. The information 
includes employee names, 
titles, departments, 1984-85 
and 1985-86 salaries, gross 
salaries paid in 1984 and 
while at the same time assum-
ing the duties of Acting 
Dean. Both he and the entire 
admissions staff -- which has 
been further stressed by the 
absence of a Director of 
Admissions for most of that 
period -- have been outstand-
ing in their performance of 
heavily demanding duties under 
particularly difficult 
circumstances.• 
1985, and other demographic 
information. 
Interested parties may also 
review the information in the 
Personnel Office or purchase 
their own copy for $3 from 
Personnel. 
Calendar of Events 
Monday, February 10 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Zoe Erisman, pianist. Free. Calder 
Fine Arts Center. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's basketball. Eastern Michigan University at 
GVSC. 
Wednesday, February 12 
page 4 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office, Technical 
Clerical Assistant, Science 
and Mathematics Dean's 
Office. $6.89-$8.26. 
Clerical Assistant, Budget 
and Accounting Office (part-
time). $6.89-$8.26. 
5 p.m.: 
6 p.m.: 
Ash Wednesday Mass. 124 Lake Huron Hall. 
Teleconference. •international Terrorism: Is Secretary, WGVC/WGVK-TV. the U.S. $6.45-$7.76. . Next?• Promenade Deck, Kirkhof Center. 
Thursday, February 13 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Myriade, vocal quartet. Free. Calder 
Fine Arts Center. 
·s p.m.: Theatre. •when You Comin' Back, Red Ryder?• 
Admission, $4.501 students and seniors, $2.50. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
Friday, February 14 
7:30 p.m.: Women's swim meet. GVSC at MSU. 
11 a.m.: Board of Control. Kirkhof Center. 
12 noon: Biology Career Seminar. •women in Science• with 
Bonnie White. 215 Loutit Hall. 
8 p.m.: Theatre. •when You Comin' Back, Red Ryder?• 
Admission, $4.501 students and seniors, $2.50. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
Friday, February 14, and Saturday, February 15 
Wrestling: NCAA II Regionals. 
Saturday, February 15 
1 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSC at Saginaw Valley State. 
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSC at Saginaw Valley State. 
8 p.m.: Theatre. •when You Comin' Back, Red Ryder?• 
Admission, $4.501 students and seniors, $2.50. Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
Sunday, February 16 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit. 
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 124 Lake Huron Hall. 
7-9 P.M.: •surviving on a Predominantly White Campus: A 
Minority Perspective.• Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
Monday, February 17, through Thursday, March 13 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Art exhibit. Sandra Starck, printmaker, 
Kendall School of Design, and Richard Stien, painter, Grand 
Rapids Junior College. Calder Art Gallery. 
Executive, Adainistrative, 
Professional 
Conference Manager, Office 
for Economic Expansion. 
$21,100-$33,750. 
For details, call Personnel, 
ext. 3215. 
